Application No. 10/682,122 

Reply to Office Action of May 22, 2007 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) An e l e ctronic fil e manag e m e nt s e rv e r conn e ct e d to a us e r 
t e rminal, and a printing apparatus, via a n e twork, comprising: 

A printing management system comprising a printing management server which is 
connectable to a user terminal via a network and a printing apparatus which is connectable to 
a document server via a network, 

wherein the printing management sever includes: 

a receiving unit, which receives a printing request of an electronic file, via said network; 

an identification pattern generating unit, which generates identification patterns, 
including information concerning a storing place of the electronic file and information 
concerning a printing condition of the electronic file , based on the received printing request 
of the electronic file; and 

a sending unit, which sends back said identification pattern to the user terminal, via said 
networ k, and 

the printing apparatus includes: 

a reading unit, which reads identification pattern output by a user terminal; 

an electronic file obtaining unit, which obtains an electronic file from said electronic file 
management server, via said network, based on the read identification pattern and extracts 
information concerning the printing condition of the electronic file from said identification 
pattern; and 

a printing unit, which prints the obtained electronic file based on the extracted 
information concerning the printing condition . 

2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Currently Amended) Th e e l e ctronic fil e managem e nt s e rver The printing 
management system according to claim 1, wherein said identification pattern is a barcode. 

4. (Currently Amended) Th e el e ctronic fil e manag e m e nt s e rv e r The printing 
management system according to claim 1 , wherein said receiving unit receives the printing 
request, by electronic mail, and said sending unit sends back an electronic mail, including 
information concerning the identification pattern. 

5. (Currently Amended) Th e e l e ctronic fil e manag e m e nt s e rv e r The printing 
management system according to claim 1 that further comprises an electronic file generating 
unit, which generates said electronic file based on the printing request, and stores the 
electronic file in a predetermined storing area. 

6. (Currently Amended) Th e e l e ctronic fil e manag e m e nt s e rv e r The printing 
management system according to claim 1 , wherein the information concerning the storing 
place of said electronic file, is information concerning URL. 

7. (Currently Amended) Th e e l e ctronic fil e manag e m e nt s e rv e r The printing 
management system according to claim 1, wherein said network, includes internet. 

Claims 8-10 (Cancelled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic file printing method that performs printing of an 
electronic file of a document, applying a user terminal, a printing apparatus, and an electronic 
file management server, connected via a network, comprising: 

a receiving step, wherein the electronic file management server receives a printing 
request of an electronic file, sent by said user terminal, via said network; 

a sending back step, wherein said electronic file management server generates an 
identification pattern, including information concerning a storing place of the electronic file 
and information concerning a printing condition of the electronic file , based on the received 
printing request of the electronic file, and sends back the identification pattern to said user 
terminal; 

a displaying step, wherein said user terminal displays the received identification pattern; 

an obtaining step, wherein said printing apparatus obtains the identification pattern from 
a reading apparatus that reads the identification pattern, displayed by said user terminal; 

an obtaining step, wherein said printing apparatus obtains the electronic file, from said 
electronic file management server, via said network, based on the obtained identification 
pattern and extracts information concerning the printing condition of the electronic file from 
said identification pattern ; and 

a printing step, wherein said printing apparatus performs printing of the obtained 
electronic file based on the extracted information concerning the printing condition . 

Claims 12-18 (Cancelled) 
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